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The Journal of 

SHAMANIC PRACTICE 
Exploring Traditional and Contemporary Shamanism 

 
 
MISSION 
The mission of the Journal of Shamanic Practice is to provide an international forum for 
publication and discussion of scholarly, peer-reviewed, and methodologically sound work 
focusing on the practice of traditional and contemporary shamanism in historical and 
cultural context. The journal fosters creative and critical understandings of the similarities, 
differences and relationships between shamanism and the expressive and healing arts. The 
intention is to be interdisciplinary, experimental, inclusive and accessible to a broad 
readership.  

FREQUENCY &  PUBLICATION DATES 
The Journal of Shamanic Practice is published twice a year, in February and August. The 
inaugural issue is February 2008. 

EDITORIAL CONTENT 
The Journal of Shamanic Practice addresses the practice of shamanism: what shamans do and 
why they do it, in a way that honors the cultural diversity inherent in this field. It includes 
perspectives from a multiplicity of voices and explores both the traditional practices of 
shamanic people around the world as well as all types of contemporary shamanism. The 
journal pays particular attention to the underlying principles that inform shamanic practice 
and provides a means to understand how shamanism is re-emerging and integrating itself 
into contemporary societies. The journal helps to clarify concepts and develops a common 
language with which shamanism may be discussed internationally. In addition, it’s a 
celebration and an inspiration; offering direction and thoughtful facilitation; and in its 
inclusiveness, advancing shamanic studies and practice. The views expressed in the journal 
are those of the individual authors and not necessarily those of the members or officers of 
the Society for Shamanic Practitioners. 

LENGTH OF ARTICLES 
Articles should be between 2,000 and 7,500 words. Manuscripts that exceed 7,500 words 
(including all notes and references) are not considered for publication.  
 
SUBMISSION  
All submissions to the journal should be made electronically to shamansociety@cox.net. 
Please submit the essay/article in an attachment as a Word document and include a cover 
statement noting that the material is original and not currently being considered by another 
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journal or magazine. No print submissions are accepted. The citation system we are using is 
the one used in Explore: The Journal of Science and Healing.  

REFERENCE STYLE  
Start references on a separate page following the text. Number each reference consecutively 
in the text by order of appearance. In the text, designate reference numbers either as 
superscript or on the line in parentheses. (Do not use the footnote function in WordPerfect.) 
Cite complete journal name. List all authors unless the number exceeds 6. In these cases, 
give the first 3 names followed by “et al.” 

 

Journal Ar ticle 

Krippner S. The epistemology and technologies of shamanic states of consciousness. 
Journal of Consciousness Studies 7 (2000): 93-118. 

 

Book Chapter  

Rätsch C. The future of shamanism. In Müller-Ebeling C, Rätsch C, Shahi SB, eds. 
Shamanism and Tantra in the Himalayas. Rochester, VT: Inner Traditions; 2002, 256-57.  

 

Book 

Wangyal T. Healing with form, energy and light. Ithaca, NY: Snow Lion; 2002. 

 
Internet Source  

Van Binsbergen W. Sangoma in The Netherlands: On integrity in intercultural 
mediation.<www.shikanda.net/general/gen3/index_page/cursus_1999-2000>. 
Accessed 9/09/2006. 
 

Tables – Number and title each table consecutively in the order mentioned in the text. Each 
column within a table should have a heading. Explain abbreviations in the legend. 

Figures – Include the figure number, last name of the primary author, and orientation 
(top/left/right). Include the name of the photographer or illustrator, if applicable.  

PEER-REVIEW 
All submissions to the journal go through a non-blinded peer-review process. Decisions to 
accept or reject a manuscript are based on this peer review. When suggestions for 
improvement are made, authors are asked to revise their manuscripts in accordance with the 
reviewers’ comments. 
 
PERMISSIONS 
If any material in the manuscript is from a copyrighted publication, a letter of permission 
from the copyright holder to reproduce the material should be included. If a photo, 
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illustration, or figure does not belong to the author, it must be accompanied by a permission 
letter to reproduce it from the copyright holder. 

STYLE  
The journal encourages minimum use of jargon, partly because the journal serves as an 
interdisciplinary forum and one discipline’s jargon is another’s foreign language, and partly 
because it has a broad international readership. The Journal of Shamanic Practice seeks to open 
out its areas of discussion, not confine them to rigid and ever-decreasing academic circles. 
The editors endeavor to gather the best line art as well a black-and-white and color 
photographs from their contributors in order to make the journal visually dynamic.  

 

Bias- f re e  language  
Avoid “mankind,” substitute humanity, humankind, human beings. The generic “he” “him” 
and “his” should also be avoided. Gender stereotypical language, “the doctor, he,” and “the 
patient, she,” are to be avoided. Do not use slashed constructions. He/she or s/he are 
unpronounceable, too stenographic, and too casual for formal writing.  A statement at the 
beginning of an essay saying “all uses of the generic he are intended to be read as ‘he or she’” 
is tokenism that offends many people. Do not alternate between he and she from paragraph 
to paragraph, it confuses readers. To avoid these problems, use the plural pronoun “their” 
wherever possible, as in “People all have their own problems,” or rewrite the sentence. 
  
Capital s   
Do not use capitals with units of measure. The room is 13 ft. 6 in. Generic terms not part of 
a proper name do not use capitals. “The university and the hospital share resources.” No 
capitals with academic subjects and degrees “My bachelor’s degree is in biochemistry; my 
master’s is in physical therapy.” 
 
Compel l ing  writ ing  
Be brief. Keep content—and titles—as short as possible. Make your writing active, not 
passive. Use positives, not negatives. Watch for wordiness and redundancy. Instead of “at 
this point in time,” say now. Instead of “due to the fact that,” say because. Instead of the 
phrase “for the purpose of,” simply say to. And “to be fully cognizant of,” is best as, know. 
 
Dashes  
Em Dash (—). Is the width of a capital M in whatever typeface you are using and it is a bold 
eye-catching mark. It should never have spaces around it. It signals a new thought, more 
information, or an explanation. It is a strong form of punctuation and thus best used 
sparingly. To avoid confusing a reader no sentence should contain more than two of them. 

En Dash (–). Is half the width of an em dash. En dashes, like em dashes, should not have 
spaces around them. En dash is used in place of the word “to” in ranges, “We looked all day 
for the 2006-2007 files.  
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Dates ,  decades ,  and numbers  
For dates, use January 1, 2002. For decades, use 1990s (not 1990’s). Treat mid as a prefix: in 
the mid-twentieth century. Spell out most numbers under 101. However, always spell out 
percent and use numerals with it; thus, 15 percent. 

Fore ign terms,  names ,  quotes ,  abbrev ia tions ,  and acronyms 
Use English plurals, not Latin- or Greek. Curriculums (not curricula), syllabuses (not syllabi). 
In French and Spanish words, delete accent marks on capital letters. For native terms and 
quotations in foreign languages, use italics on first mention but then drop the italics in all 
future mentions. Replace all common Latin abbreviates (etc., i.e., e.g.) with English 
equivalents. Use capitals for all acronyms: PTSD, ADD and delete periods for organizations 
(US, UN).  

 
Pronouns ,  subje c ts ,  and obje c ts  
Subject: I, we; you; he, she, it, they. Object: me; us; you; him, her, it them. Pronouns that 
include self, or selves are for emphasis. “I said I’d do it myself.” “He himself already knew 
that.” Note however, “Three others and I  (not myself) will attend.” “The group includes 
John, Henry, and me” (not myself). “She received distance healing from me (not myself) 
and other healers at the time of the surgery.” Who is a subject, so that means who does 
something. Whom is an object, so that means whom is the one it’s done to or for. “You are 
the person for whom I brought it.” Incorrect: You are the person who I brought it for).  
 
Punctuation and spac ing  
Periods and commas go inside quotation marks. Use commas between items in a list, 
including the last two, when and or or joins the last item. “She called her colleagues, the vice 
president, and the secretary.” Colons and semicolons always go outside quotation marks, and 
question marks and exclamation marks go inside if part of the quoted material and outside if 
not. Quotes are enclosed in double quotation marks; quotes within quotes are enclosed in 
single quotation marks. Use ellipses to indicate material elided from a quote; indicate changes 
by using brackets; for example, “As Smith put it, ‘[T]he man who[m] I hit ... was a cad.’” A 
single space is used between sentences and following any punctuation including periods and 
colons.  
 
Visual  c lu tte r 
Strong writers rely on diction, syntax, and content to convey the desired tone or emphasis in 
their sentences. Less confident writers may rely on typographical devices (italic or bold type, 
exclamation points !!!). Please reduce visual clutter. 
 


